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of enterprifihg greatly, as an unblemifiicd conference and in¬ 
flexible refelution are above an accidental flew of ipirits, ora 
fudden tide of blood. Pope* 

3, A ftream of diftionj volubility of tongue. 

Teaching is not a fim of words, nor the draining of an 
hour-glafs ;°hut an effectual procuring that a man know fome- 
thing whiteh he knew not before, or to know it better. South, 
FLO'WER. n.f [four, French; flos* feres* Latin.] 
j. The part of a plant which contains the feeds. 

Such are reckoned perfect flowers which have petals, a 
ft amen, apex and ftylus; and whatever fewer wants either of 
thefe is reckoned imperfaft. Perfect fewer s are divided into 
fimple ones, which are not compofed of other fnialler ones, 
and which ufuaily have but one Angle ftyle ; and compounded, 
which confift of many flofculi, all making but one fewer. 
Simple fetters are monopetalous, which have the body of the 
flower all of one inure leaf, though fometimes cut or divided 
a little way into many feeming petala, or leaves ; as in borage, 
buslofs, &c, or poU petalous, which have diffinfit petals, and 
thofe falling off fingly, and not all together, as the feeming 
petal a of monopetalous flowers always do : but thofe are fur¬ 
ther divided into uniform and differm flowers : the former 
have their right and left hand parts, and the forward and back¬ 
ward parts all alike; but the diffonn have no fuch regularity, 
as in the flowers of fage, dead nettle, &c« A monopetalous 
difform flower is like wife further divided into, firft, femLfiftu- 
lar, whofe upper part refembles a pipe cut off obliquely, as in 
the ariloftochia: 2d, labiate; and this either with one lip 
billy, as in the acamhum and fcordium, or w,th two lips, as 
in the far greater part of the labiate flowers : and here the up¬ 
per lip is fometimes turned upwards, and lo turns the convex 
part downwards, as in the chamaeciflus, &c* but moft com*- 
monly the upper lip is convex above, and turns the hollow 
part down to its fellow below, and fo reprefents a kind of 
helmet, or monkfhood ; and from thence thefe are frequently 
called galeate, ciiculhte, and galericulate flowers ; and in this 
form are the flowers of the lamium, and moft vcrtidllate plants. 
Sometimes alfb the lamium is intire, and fometimes jagged or 
divided. 3d, Corniculate ; that is, fuch hollow flowers as have 
on their upper part a kind of fpur, or little horn, as in the 
linaria, ddphinutn, &c. and the carniculum, or calcar, is al¬ 
ways impervious at the tip or point. Compounded flowers 
are either, firft, difeous or difcoidal; thaL is, whofe floiculi 
are fet together fo dofe, thick, and even, as to make the fur- 
face of the fi wer plain and flat, which therefore, fyecaufe of 
its round form, will be like adifeus; which difk is fome¬ 
times radiated, when there is a row of petala ftandtng round 
in the difk, like the points of a ftar, as in the matricaria, 
chamsemdum, &c* and fometimes naked, having no fuch 
radiating leaves round the limb of its difk, as in the tanace- 
tum : ad, planifolious, which is compofed of plain flowers, 
fet together in circular rows round the centre, and whofe face 
is ufual.y indented, notched uneven and jagged, as the hiera- 
cia, &c* 3d, fiftular, which is compounded of many 

long hollow little flowers* like pipes, all divided into large jags 
at the ends. Impcik& fl w r , becaufe they want the petala, 
are called ftamineous, apetalous, and capillaceous; and thofe 
which hang pendulous by fine threads, like the juli, are by 
Toumefort called amentaceous, and we call them cats-tail* 
The term campamformis is ufed for fiich as are in thefhape of 
a bell, and infundibuliformis for fuch as are in the form of a 
funnel. Miller *. 

Good men's lives 


Expire before the flowers in their taps. 

Dying or ere they ficken* Shakefpeare's Macbeth, 

VI\tb flow' r inwoven treffes torn, 

The nymphs in twilight fhade of tangled thickets mourn, 

Milton, 

Beauteous flow'rs why do we fpread 
Upon the monuments of the dead f Cowley. 

Though the fame fun with all-diffufive rays 
Blufh in the rofe and in the diamond blaze. 

We pralfe the ftronger effort of his power, 

And always fet the gem above the flower. Pope. 

If the bio fib m of the plant be of moll: importance, we call 
it a flower ; fuch are dailies, tulips, and carnations. Waits. 

2. An ornament; an ernbellifhmcnt* 

This: difeourfe of Cyprian, and the excellent flowers of rhe- 
torick in it, fhew him to have been a fweet and powerful 
orator. Ha.kewill on P ro videuce , 

Truth needs no pAu rs of fpeech* Pope . 

3. The prime; the flourifiling part. 

Alas ! young man, your days can ne'er be long : 

In flow'r of age you perifh for a fung* Pope $ Horace Impr. 

4. The edible part of corn; the meal. 

The bread I would have in flower* fo as it might be baked 
fttll to ferve their neceffary want. Spenjer m Ireland* 

I can make my audit up, that all 
From me do back receive the flavor of all. 

And leave me but the bran. Shakejpearis Coriolanus. 

The flowers of grains, mixed with water, will naake a fort 
af ghie. Arbuihnot on Aliments , 


But by thy care twelve urns of wine be SUM, 

Next thefe in worth, and firm thofe urns be feaip; 

Be twice ten meafures of the choiceft flour 
Prepar'd, ere yet defeends the evening hour. Popes Odyfe) 

5. The moft excellent or valuable part of any thing; q U j n _ 
tefience. 

The choice and flower of all things profitable the Pfalmg 
do more briefly contain, and more movingly exprefs, by rea~ 
fon of their poetical form. Hooker 

Thou haft flain 

The flower of Europe for his chivalry. Shake/p. Hemy V% 
The French monarchy is exhaufted of its bfaveft fubjefls^ 
the flower of the nation is con fumed in its wars* Addijon. 
6* That which is moft diftinguifhed for any thing valuable 
He is not iht flcfwsr of courtefy; but, 1 warrant him 3 ag 
gentle as a Iamb* Shakefp* Romeo and Juliet * 

Flower de Lure, n.fl A bulbous iris. 

It hath a lily flower of one leaf, fhaped like that of the 
common iris: the pointal has three leaves, and the empale- 
ment turns to a fruit fhaped like that ot the common iris, Its 
root is bulbous, Afd.cr fpedfies thirty-four {pedes of this 
plant; and among them the Perhan flower de luce is greatly 
efteemed for the fweetnefs and beauty of its variegated flowers 
which are in perihelion in February, or the beginning of 
March. 

Crop'd are the flower de hues in your arms; 

Of England's coat one half is cut away. Shake/, Henry VL 
The iris is the flower de luce. Peacbam* 

To FloVer. v. n. [fliurir^ French, or from the noun,] 

1. To be in flower ; to be in bloffom ; to bloom ; to put forth 
flowers. 

So forth they marched in this goodly fort, 

To take the folace of the open air, 

And in frefli flowering fields themfelves to fport* Fairy 
Sacred hill, whofe head full high. 

Is, as it were, for endlefs memory 

Of that dear Lord, who oft thereon was found, 

For ever with a flowering garland crown'd. Fairy ffluetn* 
Then herbs of every leaf, that fudden flower d* 

Opening their various colours. Milioris Pmadife Lofl y k vii. 

Mark well the flow* ring almonds in the wood, 

If od'rous blooms the bearing branches load. Dryd\ Georg, 
To leaflefs flirubs the few ring palms fucceed. 

And od'rous myrtle to the noifome weed* Pope'sMefliok 
2* To be in the prime; to flourifli, 

Whilome in youth, when flower'd my youthful fpring, 
Like fwallow fwift, I wandered here and there; 

For heat of heedlefs luft me did fo fling. 

That I of doubted danger had no fear* SpenfePs Pajlorah* 
This caufe detain'd me all my flowering youth, 

Within a loathfome dungeon there to pine, Shak. Hen. Vl* 

3, 1 o froth ; to ferment; to mantle, as new bottled beer. 

Thofe above water were the heft, and that beer did flmtr 
a little; whereas that under wafer did not, though it were 
frefh. Bacon's Natural Hijlory* N*. 385. 

An extreme clarification doth fpread the fpirits fo fmooih 
that they become dull, and the drink dead, which ought to 
have a little flowering, Bacon ± Natural Hijiory* 

4. To come as cream from the furface* 

If you can accept of thefe few obfervations, which have 
flowered off, and are T as it were, the burnifhingof manyftu- 
dious and contemplative years, I here give you them ro difpofe 
of* Milton on Educaihn. 

To Flo'wer v. a* [from the noun,] To adorn with ficti¬ 
tious or imitated flowers* 

Flo'wgragEi n.f [from flowerf] Store of flowers. Di 3 * 
Floweret, n.j, jr fleuret , French.] A flower; a fmall 
flower. 

Sometimes her head fhe fondly would aguife 
With gaudy garlands, or frdftj flow rets dight, 

About her neck, or rings of ruflies plight. Fairy 
No more fhall trenching war channel her fields, 

Nor bruife her flow rets with the armed hoofs 
Of hoftile pacer. Shakeffeare’s Henry ♦ 

That fame dew, w r hich fometime on the buds 
Was wont to fwdl, like round and orient pearls, 

Stood now within the prettyyKstuV^fts eyes, 

Like tears that did their own difgrace bewail. Shakcfpscrt> 
So to the fyIvan lodge 

They came, that like Pomona^ arbour fmiPd, 

W ith flms’rets deck'd, and fragrant fmells. MilU Par, to/* 
T hen laughs the childtfh year mthfl w'rets crown'd, 
And lavifbly perfumes the fields around ; 

But no fubftantial nourifhment receives. 

Infirm theftalks, unfblid are the leaves. Dr) den s Fable/ 
FlqVergardEn. n.fl [flower and garden.] A garden in 
which flowers are principally cultivated. 

Obferving that this manure produced flowers in the field? j 
made my gardener try thofe ibeils in my flotvergardtfh anc ^ ^ 
never faw better carnations or flowers* Mortimer's Husbandry* 
Flc/werikess, n.f [from flowery,] 

1. The ftate of abounding in flowers. 

4 2. Floridneft 
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2- Floridnefs of fpeech. 

FLo^viiRitiGBUSH. n,fl A plant. 

The leaves are triangular and grafly, the ftalks naked, and 
the flowers difpofetl in an umbclia upon the top of the ftalk, 
each confiding of fix leaves: three of them are large, and 
three fmall, w-hich are expanded in form of a rofe. Milkr. 
Fio'.WER W adji [from fewer.] Full of flowers; adorned with 
flowers real or fictitious. 

My mother Circe, with the fyrens three, 

Amid'ft the fiow'ry kirtl'd Naiades* Milton * 

Day's harbinger 

Comes dancing from the Eaft, and leads with her 
The fiovfry May, who from her green lap throws 
T he yellow cow flip and the pale prim rofe. Milton. 

O'er his fair limbs a flow'ry veft he threw. Pope's Odyffey * 
To her the fhady grove, thzflow'ry field, 

The ftreams and fountains, no delight could yield. Pope. 
Feo / \vin t oly, adv, [ from flow. ] With volubility; with 
abundance. 

Flowk. tt*fl [fluke* Scott*] A flounder; the name of a fife- 
Amongft thefe the flowk* foJe, and plaice follow the tide up 
into the frefh waters* Carew s Survey of CorrMaL 

Flo'wkwort. n. f The name of a plant. 

Flown. Participle of fly , or flee* they being confounded. 

1* Gone away. 

For thofe. 

Appointed to fit there, had left their charge, 

Flown to the upper world, Milton's Paradife Lfe* b , x. 

Where, my deluded fenfe ! was reafon flown ? 

Where the high majefty of David's throne ? Prior, 

2 . Puffed ; inflated ; elate* 

And when night 

Darkens the ftreets, then wander forth the Tons 
Of Bellah, flown with infolence and wine, Miltm's P. L . 
Fluctuant, adj. [fluffmns* Latin.] Wavering; uncertain. 
To be longing for this thing to-day, and for that thing to¬ 
morrow ; to change likings for loathings, and to ftand will¬ 
ing and hankering at a venture, how is it poftible for any man 
to be at reft: in this fluctuant wandering humour and opi¬ 
nion? L'Ejlrange * 

To I LUCTUATE* v. n . [ flutfluo* Latin*] 

1* To roll to and again as water in agitation. 

The fluctuating fields of liquid air, 

With all the curious meteors hov'ring there, 

And the wide regions of the land, proclaim 
ThePow'r Divine, that rais'd the mighty frame* Blackmon-. 

2. To float backward and forward, as with the motion of water* 

3. To move with uncertain and hafty motion. 

The tempter 

New part puts on ; and, as to paffiart mov'd, 

Fluctuates difturbkL Milton s Paradife Lofl* b. ix. 

4. To be in an uncertain ftate ; to feel fudden viciffitudes. 

As the greateft part of my eftate has been hitherto of an 
unfteady and volatile nature, either toft upon feas, or fee- 
tuating in funds, it is now fixed and fettled in fubftantial acres 
and tenements* Addtfin s Spectator* N°. 540* 

5 * * ° be irrefolute; to be undetermined, 

I ttiCTif Action. n,f [flucluaiio* Latin ; fluctuation* French, 
from fluctuate,] > 

1. I he alternate motion of the water. 

Its fluctuations are but motions fubfervient, which winds, 
norms* ihores, fhelves, and every interjacency irregulatcs, 5 

Brown's Fulgar Err ours* b. v\l c . ry, 

* \ he > r were caiJ fed by the impulfes and fluctuation of water 

m the bowels of the earth. Woodward'* Natural Hi/lory. 
2* Uncertainty; indetermination* J 

It will not hinder it from making a profelyte of a perfon, 

that loves fluctuation of judgment little enough to be willing 

to be eafed of it by any thing but errour, Boyle. 

L yf\ n 'J' t 4 word w hlch I know not the etymolo^v^ 
ids it be derived from flew of fly.} * 

I* pipe c!lJ mney to convey air, beat, or fmoke* 

* bo ft down or fur, fuch as may fly in the wimL 
- luellin. n, f The herb Speedwell, 
cldency, n.j. [fromfluent.} 

’‘ner^afpS^ fl0Wm8i fm °° thnefs} freedom ^om harni- 

Fluency of numbers, and moft expreffive figures for the 

Plitrta for sdm^rs pf 

v R M /?in 0 r ' r r th s Preface to Ovid. 

* K ^ tnc ^ s * copioufnefs ; volubility* 

.1 ,- ur P U ^ IC ^ lltur gy muft be caJliiered, the better to pleafe 
mN™ Wh ° gl ° rieJ their exte niporary 

V ' a ° rS vain! - yboaft thc 'r pOW’rf; C/jff?/W ’ 

I Whi,C th£ is our’ S : 

- r . [ ea ^ on Wlt h fuch fluency and fire, 

beaux we baffle, and the learned tire, tlcMl 

fer whoever ls °, ™ tW > = n . d , a f =»"% rf word,; 

Vvili be aut in fn l- £ a of 

both* P 3 peaking; to hefitate upon the choice of 

owiJt s Thiughts on various Stdjvds. 
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3. Affluence; abundance. This fenfe is obfolete* 

Thofe who grow old in fluency and eafe. 

Behold him toft on feas* Sandy!s Paraphrofe on Jih 

God riches and renown to men imparts, 

Even all they wifih; and yet their narrow hearts 
Cannot fo great a fluency receive. 

But their fruition to a ftranger leavd* Sandys* 

FLUENT, adj. [fluens* Latin.] 

?, Liquid. 

It is not malleable ; but yet is not fluent* but ftupified. Baa 
2* Flowing; in motion; influx* 

Motion being a fluent thing, and one part of its duration 
being abfolutely independent upon another, it doth not follow 
that becaufe any thing moves this moment. It mu ft neceffarily 
continue to do fo the next* Ray on the Creation. 

3* Ready; copious; voluble* 

Thofe have fodie natural difpofitions, which have bet¬ 
ter grace in youth than in age, fuch as is a fluent and luxu¬ 
rious fpeech. Bacon. 

I fhall Jay before you all thaPs within me. 

And with moft fluent utterance* Denham's Sophy. 

Fluent, n.f Stream; running water* 

Confiding in iheir bands, that fcd’ious ftrive 
7 o cut th.' outrageous fluent ; in this diftrefs, 

Ev 5 n in the fight of death* Phillips. 

FLUID* adj. [ fiuidus , Latiu ; fluids* French.] Having pans 
eafily feparable ; not folid, 

Or ferve they as a flowffy verge to bind 
The fluid ikirts of that fame watVy cloud. 

Left it again diflblve, and fbowff the earth ? Milt. P, Lojh 
If particles flip eafily, and are of a fit fize to be agitated by 
heat, and the heat is big enough to keep them in agitation, 
the body is fluid ; and if it be apt to flick to things, it is 
h ^iid. Newton's Opu 

FluTd* n, f [In phyfick.] Any animal juice: as the blood. 
Confider how luxury hath introduced new difeafes, and 
with them, not improbably, altered the whole courfe of the 
fluids * Arhuthnot and Pope s Mart * Seri bier us ^ 

Hu idity, n,f [flttidite*Fr. from fluid,} The quality in bo¬ 
dies oppofite to Foliditry ; want of adherence between the parts. 
Heat promotes fluidity very much, by dimmifhing the tena¬ 
city of bodies : it makes many bodies fluid, which are not fluid 
in cold, and increafes thz fluidity of tenacious liquids; as of 
oil, baifam and honey; and thereby decreafes their re- 

M l nc fl- r , Newton's Opt. 

A difeafe oppofite to this fpiffitude is too great fluidity , Arh, 
rLU JDNEss, n.j. [from fluid,] That quality in bodies oppo¬ 
fite to ftability. r 

What if we ftould fay tha tfluidnefs and liability depends 
10 much upon the texture of the parts, that, by the change of 
that texture, the fame parts may be made to conftitme either a 
fluid or a dry body, and that permanently too ? Boyie. 

lu mmhry. n, f A kind of food made by coagulation of 
wheatflower or oatmeal* 

Milk and flummery are very fit for children. Loch. 

tLV no * participle arid fret# He of fling. Th rown ; caft * 

Several ftatuCs the Romans themfelves flung into the river* 

™T^V hey ^ ou ' d Avenge themfelves. Addlfin on Italy . 

FLUOR * n.f [Latin,] J 7 

1* A fluid ftate* 

Fhe particles of fluids which do not cohere too ftromriv* 
aru> are of fuch a fmallnefs as renders them moft fufceptible of 
thofe agitations which keep liquors in a fiuar, are moft eafily 

2 f Sameifi a nd rarihed ,nt0 va P odrs - Nekton’s Ops. 

Fttr'RR y, n.f. 

1. A guft or ftorm of wind ; a hafty blaft. 

The boat was overfet by a fudden flurry from the North, 

-> t-T,,*™ • . . Gulliver's Travels. 

2. Hurry ; a violent commotion. 

t 0, rff USH ' •*:*'. r >utch, to flow j flus, or flux, Fr.] 

1. 1 o flow with violence, ' J 

The pillle ot the heart he attributes to an ebullition and 

ner of rhT^r f t b l°° d in , the ventricl “* after the man- 
f di? 1 h "j k i’, wh ' Ch ’ bcin S heated to fu ^h a degree, doth 
U Tt P/l 3nd f once ’ Aft up and run over the veflel, Ray 

of ,he ™ k ? w -1 

2. To come in hafte. Mortimer s Husbandry. 

If the place but affords 
Anjr ftore of lucky birds, 

As I make Vhi tb fl'ufli. 

Each owl out of his bufh. p - ^ , r , „ , 

* ’ to 1 cSlo, ' r SSi by '* 

uua 

bhe married. , 

Thu. Evc v^th c r „f hMCB blithc 

Bu in her cheek diftemper fiujhing How’d. Milt Par T * ft 

At iisr, ^ 

Wiser of the jifpeil. 
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